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Abstract
Contemporary art photography delves into human intimacy, memory, grief, and the fear of loss
through meticulously captured images. These photographs challenge conventional
representations by presenting emotionally charged narratives encompassing themes such as
love, loss, vulnerability, and resilience. Photographer identity and the deliberate absence of
certain individuals within the frame prompt reflection on the significance of relationships and the
personal nature of emotional response to photographs. Drawing on insights from Roland
Barthes' "Camera Lucida: Reflections on Photography" and Susan Sontag's "On Photography,"
contemporary art photography becomes an exercise in pathology, laying bare the emotional
lives of subjects while also serving as tangible connections to memories. The artwork titled
"Fractured" exemplifies this exploration, inviting viewers to reflect on the ephemeral nature of
memory through glitched-out digital scans of childhood Polaroid photographs. Ultimately,
contemporary art photography serves as a powerful reminder of the fragility and resilience of the
human spirit, evoking emotions and provoking contemplation on the timeless beauty of frozen
moments captured through the lens.

Introduction
Contemporary art photography stands as a dynamic medium, offering a profound exploration of
human intimacy, memory, grief, and the fear of loss. Through meticulously captured images,
photographers delve into the complexities of emotional and personal relationships, challenging
conventional representations and presenting narratives of domestic life with raw authenticity.
This paper will analyze the core themes in contemporary art photography, focusing on the
intimate portrayal of human connections and the profound insights it offers into the human
experience.

Reflection
Contemporary art photography serves as a platform for exploring the intricacies of human
intimacy, presenting narratives of domestic life with raw authenticity. This exploration challenges
conventional representations by substituting expected scenarios with emotionally charged
narratives encompassing a wide range of emotions. These narratives delve into the
complexities of human connection, shedding light on themes such as love, loss, vulnerability,
and resilience. Common threads of emotional depth and personal significance run through
these narratives, inviting viewers to confront the universal aspects of the human experience.

One significant theme that emerges in contemporary art photography is the interrogation of
absence and the role of photographer identity. The deliberate exclusion of certain individuals
within the frame prompts reflection on their significance and the underlying dynamics within
depicted relationships. Additionally, the presence of the photographer adds layers of intrigue,
influencing the portrayal of intimate moments. This theme resonates with Roland Barthes'
exploration of photography in "Camera Lucida: Reflections on Photography," where he grapples
with the emotional resonance of images and their role as vessels for memory. Barthes' concepts



of Studium and Punctum highlight the personal and subjective nature of emotional response to
photographs, underscoring the intimate connection between photography, memory, and the
human experience of grief and longing.

Moreover, contemporary art photography evolves into an exercise in pathology, characterized by
the careful curation and sequencing of seemingly unguarded private moments. Through this
process, photographers lay bare the emotional lives of their subjects, inviting viewers to
contemplate the depths of human emotion and connection. This pathological examination
mirrors Susan Sontag's discussion in "On Photography" of the potential loss of authentic
experience caused by the act of photographing. Sontag explores how photography can alter the
authenticity of lived experiences, transforming fleeting instants into tangible and lasting images.
However, photographs also serve as trophies or souvenirs of experiences, providing a tangible
connection to memories and reinforcing the materiality of memory itself.

Conclusion
In conclusion, contemporary art photography offers a multifaceted exploration of human
intimacy, memory, grief, and the fear of loss. Through emotionally charged narratives and
meticulous attention to detail, photographers challenge conventional representations and invite
viewers to confront the complexities of human connection. Themes of absence, identity, and
emotional expression resonate throughout these narratives, echoing the insights of Barthes and
Sontag into the profound emotional resonance of photography. Ultimately, contemporary art
photography serves as a poignant reminder of the fragility and resilience of the human spirit,
inviting viewers to contemplate the timeless beauty of frozen moments captured through the
lens.

The artwork titled "Fractured," exhibited in the Medium Rare exhibition at the UNR campus,
offers a thought-provoking exploration of memory degradation and the temporal disconnect
created by frozen moments captured in photographs. Drawing inspiration from themes explored
in Roland Barthes' "Camera Lucida: Reflections on Photography" and Susan Sontag's "On
Photography," "Fractured" delves into the complexities of human memory through glitched-out
digital scans of childhood Polaroid photographs. Through this series, viewers are invited to
reflect on the ephemeral nature of memory and the ways in which photographs serve as
tangible anchors for the intangible realm of memory. Ultimately, "Fractured" serves as a
powerful reminder of the fragility of memory and the enduring power of photography to evoke
emotions and provoke contemplation.



Bibliography

Barthes, Roland. Camera Lucida: Reflections on Photography. Hill and Wang, 1980.
Reprint edition, 2010.

Cotton, Charlotte. The Photograph as Contemporary Art. Thames & Hudson, 2020.

Sontag, Susan. On Photography. Picador, 1977. 2001.



Frozen Moments
 Navigating Memory, Grief, and the Fear of Loss

Through Captured Images



Kayla Lockwood, Glitched Memories // Fragmented Mementos (Detailed), 2022

Today, I am thrilled to explore the captivating realm of contemporary art photography,



Kayla Lockwood, Glitched Memories // Fragmented Mementos (Detailed), 2022

a dynamic medium that delves deep into the intricacies of human intimacy, memory, 
grief, and the fear of loss.



Kayla Lockwood, Glitched Memories // Fragmented Mementos (Detailed), 2022

Through meticulous images, photographers challenge norms and offer authentic 
narratives of domestic life, providing profound insights into the human experience.
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Let's begin by delving into the exploration of human intimacy within contemporary art 
photography. Here, photographers present emotionally charged narratives that invite 
viewers to confront universal aspects of the human experience.
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These narratives, ranging from moments of love and joy to instances of loss and 
vulnerability, offer a raw and authentic portrayal of domestic life.
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Through their lens, photographers capture fleeting moments that resonate deeply with 
audiences, inviting introspection and empathy.
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As we navigate through the world of contemporary art photography, themes of 
absence and photographer identity emerge as significant focal points.
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Deliberate exclusions within frames prompt viewers to reflect on the significance of 
individuals and the underlying dynamics within relationships.
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This theme resonates deeply with Roland Barthes' exploration of photography in his 
seminal work "Camera Lucida: Reflections on Photography," where he emphasizes 
the personal nature of emotional response to images.
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Through these deliberate choices, photographers add layers of intrigue to their work, 
compelling viewers to engage in introspection and interpretation.



Kayla Lockwood, Fractured (Ideation), 2023

Photography, within the context of contemporary art, evolves into an exercise in 
pathology. Here, photographers meticulously lay bare the emotional lives of their 
subjects, capturing unguarded moments that evoke profound emotions.
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This process, akin to Susan Sontag's discussion in "On Photography," highlights the 
potential loss of authentic experience caused by the act of photographing.
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However, photographs also serve as tangible connections to memories, reinforcing 
the materiality of memory itself.
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Through this dichotomy, photographers navigate the delicate balance between 
authenticity and artifice, inviting viewers to contemplate the complexities of human 
emotion.
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In conclusion, contemporary art photography offers a multifaceted exploration of 
human intimacy, memory, grief, and loss. Through emotionally charged narratives, 
photographers challenge conventional representations and provide profound insights 
into the human experience. The artworks "Glitched Memories // Fragmented 
Mementos" and "Fractured," featured in a UNLV MFA group showing in Reno at UNR, 
showcase glitched-out digital scans of childhood Polaroid photographs taken by my 
late paternal grandparents during the COVID-19 pandemic. These pieces invite 
contemplation of memory's transient nature and photography's enduring emotional 
impact. Ultimately, contemporary art photography serves as a powerful reminder of 
the fragility and resilience of the human spirit, evoking emotions and provoking 
contemplation on the timeless beauty of frozen moments captured through the lens.
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Now, let's take a moment to review the sources that have informed our discussion.



Thank you!

- GPSA → Funding to travel to UNR in order to attend the public reception for 
the UNLV MFA group showing 

- College of Fine Arts (faculty and staff); Wendy Kveck (Grad Program Coord.); 
MFA cohort → Mentorship



Q & A

With our exploration of contemporary art photography drawing to a close, I welcome 
any questions or reflections you may have. Let's transition into our Q&A session.


